Meg Wade at home

in picturasque
north-oast
Vietoria, More
often than not she
Is overseas,
competing for big
prizemonay and
enjoying celobrity

status.
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hen Meg Wade's

neighbors

near
Corryong in north-
eastern Victoria see
her driving out the
gate towing a horse
floar at weekends,
maost give her a casual, friendly wave, withow fully real-
ising that right there is a champion athlere of imema-
tional stature ... one of the best endurance rdders on the
planet. This is probably because Meg's sport receives lit-
tle recognition in Australia, although worldwide it
attracts huge prizemoney, especially in the United Arab
Emirates and Jordan, where Meg enjovs celebrity status.

Endurance riding is considered one of the toughest
of the “tough” sporns. It has mken her from Cormmyvong,
where she and her husband, Chris Gates, run a 1000ha
canle and sheep property and the Castlebar Arab
horse stud and training facility, to riding across the
desert with Arabian crown princes and sheiks and
pushing her horse up American mountain peaks with
some of the best riders in the world,

In 1998 she was the Austrlian Rider of the Year,
after being most consistently successful on the
endurance circuil. She competed in 28 events, won 14
and was named best rider at the world champi-
onships. Meg has also been a member of the bronze
medal winning teams at the World Equestrian
Championships on two occasions. Last year she trav-
elled 1o events in Jordan, Ireland, the UAE and the
United States, as well as to most states of Australia.
This year, she spent most of March in the UAE art the
World's Most Preferred Endurance Ride, where
S60,000 first prize was on offer. The sport is held in
sutch regard there that all Meg's expenses are met. This
includes paying the $10,000 one-way flight for her
horse, just 1o see Meg compete.

Around 2000 Australians participate in endurance rid-
ing every year - the highest per capita mte in the world.

In the United States, 10,000 compete regularly. Events
take many forms, with B0km being a shont course,
160km 2 long rde and S00km events staged over five
cays. Locations vary from the mountains to flat counury
and, often overseas, include desents and beaches,

“A total of 41 countries sent teams w the world
equestrian championships, which is more than go 1o
the Olympics for equestrian events,” says Chris Gates,
who manages Castlebar horses at the events and
helps Meg with her preparations. “We are hoping
endurance riding will become an Olympic event,
maybe in time for Athens in 2004, which would really
lift the profile of this spon.”

Meg's favorite event is the 160km race, which
starts at midnight 1o avoid the heat of the day and,
depending on the terrain, usually takes about 12
hours to complete. “At the end of the ride you are
exhausted, but when you have a good horse that
wants to pick up the pace and finish with plenty of
energy, it makes everything wonhwhile,” Meg says.
“The other thrill is seeing some beautiful country or
riding in amazing termain. Once in the US the course
climbed 25000 feet and it wok me 17 hours 10 go
100 miles, which was a long hot day,”

Endurance riding is a relatively young sport, devel-
oped in the 1960s in the US through a series of caval-
ry-style tests. Known for its own breed of rdders, who
didn’t mind long hours in the saddle, Australia quickly
developed its own style of competition. B.M. (Reg)
Williams and legendary Kimberley stockman, Tom
Quilty, joined forces to organise the first 100 mile
endurance mee in Australia in 1966, It was staged in
the foothills of Blue Mountains, west of Svdney, and
Tom Quilty put up the $20,000 Quilty Cup, a trophy
which contained more gold than the Melboume Cup.

The Tom Quilty Gold Cup continues today and
each vear is held in a different state (this year in
Tasmania in June). Meg has competed every year since
her first year endurance riding in 1988 and has a swag
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Meg and her husband,
Chris Gates, have
created excellant
training facllities on

their property.

of belt buckles for com-
pleting each race, includ-
ing rwo seconds

But while winning is
nice and collecting buck-
les to prove yvou finished
5 grest, when often only
S0 percent o riclers com

j'l|L'[l." the course, the

challenge o a rider like
Meg W ade is more the |:l|.'l*-l.ll'|.l.| fulfillment
[ can’t ever remember leaming 1o mde, there were just always
horses around me on the farm at Wallacia, on the owskirts of
Svdney, where | grew up. As a teenager | tried every kind of event
|..|'I|'-_'_:I| oy club and Sfuesinan CompeEnnons .1'-]'1_'_: SAYS
While she w H b '\1'|l!'l-.|'l_|.: at Haw |-'.-:'-|>||:"-. APTI ultural Col e ool
Richmond, NSW, Meg was more interested in marathon sprorts, such
as cross-country: skiing and kavaking. Horse riding remained 2
hobbw until she met a vet who told her abour a 100-mile endurance

ride which he was doing that weekend. Meg went along and three

Soundtracks from the opening slide show
and the Poets' Corner at the AUSTRALIAN
STOCKMAN'S HALL OF FAME.

Songs, verse and storles from some of the
hest known Australian performers

like Ted Egan and d_#_.____,_._._-—-"""'_'_ |

poets Banjo Paterson | fi Pl

and Henry Lawson

Cassette $12.90 CD $17.90
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Castlebar horses are today being sold around the sarl s

$B000 10 580,000 and are keenly sought after on the crdis s e

uit. “It gives us great pride to see a team of our horses et ==

and doing well,” says Meg, who supervises much of thes trasee
em DBehall of other riders. ™

1999 Quilty Gold Cup

This year's Tom Quilty Gold Cup will be held at Deloraine, -
Tasmania from midnight, Friday June 11. The 160-kilometre natios
al cheampionship course - run over five legs - includes forestry trasie.
farmiand, bush and tracks through the Central Tiers mountains.

More than 130 competitors from Australia, Japan, New Zealand
and America are expected to take part in the ride which for the sec-
ond time will be run under Federation Equestrian Intemational rules
allowing nders to qualify to ride overseas in intemational events.,

teckmen who have

been wearing R.M.

Williams elastic

sided boots for the
past B0 yvears will be sad
to learn that the man who
made the boots, Enc
Dragon, & former factony
manager and mamber of
the boand, geg iast
morth.

Eric and & compan-
fon jumped ship m
Sydney in 1939, just
before the Second
World War, and were
capturad at Broken Hill.
The German represen-
tatve In Adelaide
brought him to me with-a request
that he be given shefter until war was declared, Eric stayed as a
worker and friend, almost a son among the family, and developed
the modern factory as it Is today.

He was respected and held in high regard by customers and
working companions for 60 years. His death means the loss of a
very loved person to those who have know and worked with him.,

R.M. Williams
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