Meg Wads Is one of the most successful International Endurange rid-
#re In Australia, Alraady this year she has competed In the United Aral
Emirates and finished second in the New Zealand National
Championship and s on target to compete later this year In the Open
Eurcpenn Championship In Irefand.

Last year rides in Elrops Teatured strongly In her bulld up to the World |
Champlonship in Spain whare she finished fourth on her home Pred
Castlebar Tneaty. A

Wids has been In endurance rding since 1958, aithouah horses were very |
much part of her Iife the marmthon aspect was even mors 50, In cross-coun- 1
try skiing and long distance Kayak ricing. So how did endursnce riding rage |
cver A vet came Lo my parents farm to do the horses teath and he atart-
ed talking about endurance riding, 1T was not- a well known sport ther. He
meantioned he was going to do a 160%m rade at Colo west of Sydney. over a
similar course to the original Guilpy, would | ks To go, It sounded wonderfu)
and It was"

I thought “this s the aport for me”, Wads was hooked and in 1285 ahe
started with a 40km trainlng ride, then tackled an BOkm ride, completed
the Guilty and the two day 25Ckm Winton to Longreach ride. A pretiy
Impressive start, but as Wade explaing her ather sporte had many simiiar-
fties, Both were distance sporta, rarathons on & ong to one basla. In both
Lhess sports, Wade hid to pace and train harssif over distance exactly how
you ride your horse: In endurance.

I dor’s think thers is amything particulady clover about It, It I8 just plan-
nina, | alse krew sbout heart rats monitors 80 we Used them on oursehes,
we weren't uaing them on horses than, but when that came In | had a head
start” Although it was just 8 hoblry in those days. Wade was always out
to improve. | wae successful from the very beginning. | was getting placed
regularly. | was gond St It, riew It 18 not only my spoft but alao my business,
whert | 4o to a ride It s not only my horse, but maybe Up o tan | have to
momHTor

(roing back to basics, what ls Wadss picture of the leal endurance
horae? “First the overall impreasion than | break It down, A dacant front,
leniath of reln, and a well st neck on a good width of chest | don't ke too
long & pastarn, on tha othar hand | don't particularly like a too upright
pastem, but | could live with that., Thay must have good feet and b not Too
long In the back. Length of hip and A good back end are Important and they
must muks at least 15 handa. | can foraive a lot of things IF they are nice
to ride ie. a good walk #nd & good canter. Back at the knoz |s another b

na na, but plaeon toes, well there's an old saying that says they are very
e Sure-footed horses"
On the competitive slide the yand ls In action 12 months of the year,
thers ie rarely a times that horses ane not out competing. Tolenaure har
proteads are slowly and corréctly advanging their endurance experisnce,
Wade hag & strong base of emploved ridere, something like profesalonal
Jockeys, they help with the groundwork on the young horses, Wade doss the
work diary 2ach nlaht, allocating riders to horses and the detalled work for
each horss, Before and after exercise she watches sach horoe being trot-
tad up. nathing I8 17t to.chanss.

With up to thirty in work, Wade finds the majority of her tims tled up in
the organisation and regrets she has [sss time to Hfde out. 71 have goodd
people working for me that glve me aucellent feadback, it 8o important.”
Wade competes both Nationally and Intermationally n the maion of forty
events each year | you consider that soms of these are multl day rides
and add on travelling time, which is areat'sven within Aistrafia, It 8 sy
to ssa that Wads's life is endurance. ™ didn'® just want to do the sport
at a domestic lavel, | did have aspirations pretty early of deing it In a blg-
ger way, but no one would have believed that in a few years the globali-
sation of endurance riding would happen on such a largs scals".

|
ALUSTRALIAN HORSES IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES |
The Middle East have baen holding endurance rides since 1233 where 1

the first dde was held to estabiish which was tha supedor arimal, horse
o camel, The 38km ride was held in Dubsl, UAE (United Arab Emirates).
The herses won hands down with teelve crossing the line far ahead of

b the overwheiming number of camels The following year the State of
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Qatar stagad their firsk
Intemational Desert. marathon
over A42:2km, the original
Olymple " marathon distance
The horses used for thie race
and other mces in the ecarly
days were mainly off the track
with some local -Arabians and
some throw outs Trom the show
rng. 1% was obvious that both
these desert counbriga had
become engrossed In this sport
| which bonded so stronaly with
their heritage.

IE was the show ring that lad
the Middle East Buyers to
Auspralia. The Arablan Hovse
Shew In Qatar had establishad
[taelf Intemationally, not only

3 did It attract Internaticnal
| breeders,. ot also the
International media; ona of

whom was Australlan, The late
Fat Slater wan the catalyst in educating the Qatar buyers to the out-
standing qualities of Australian Endurance horses. The spin off was Yal
Bunting the lady behind the Gatar marathon's purchasing the first
Australian endurance horse for Gatar, Bunting was then the managsr of
Limim Gt Farms for (atacs Frime Minlater Heare they not only trained
Arab racehorses, but also bred them and had some autstanding bloodiines,
It was thersfors important to Bunting that any purchase would alse gwel in
the breeding shed, her purchase from Meg Wade and Chrie Gates Castlebar
St It Burrowye was the stallion Arkab Mahran, bred by John Mathisks,

The firet Australian bresder to ship horses to the UAE was Eon Males
from his Ealvon Stuel. This came via an Intreduction to HE Sheikh Fashid Bin
Harngban Al Nskyan who was & very successfil
racehorss owner In Australia. Althouah he had
nevar besn to an endurance rde Sheikh Fashid
Was keen to gat imvolved and purely on recom-
mendation purchased two horses both bred
and trained by Malss. At that first Deaert
Marathon in Qatar in 1984, they both lived up
to thelr reputation. Eoynaz rdddan by his owner
was second and Falesjo was thind, rdden by
Makes,

In 1995 the number of Australian horses at
the start of the Catar marathon had
incrensed, American Dary Duncan, the race-
horse trainer to HH Shetkh Mohammed B in
Rhalifa Al Thani, had foflowed in the footsteps
of Bunting and approached Wads,

A% the end of 1994 she shipped two horees
ta his Al Shahania stable that made a promis-
ing debut In the 1925 Marathon, Thind place
went 1o Bebwdre Laska ridden by Wade and
Second place to Jangary Ginson who went on
o win the ride the following year. News
fast in vhe Middle Esst and HH Shelkh
Mohammead Bin Fashid Al Maktoum, the force
behingd endurarics rding bn the UAE, had s=nt
his fran, Sill Smith, to observe the Gatar race,
henge the Eaison betwesn Wiade's Castlcbar
Stud and HH Sheikh Mohammed was formed.
in 1297, the last year the Marathon wis
staged in (atar, Wade was once agaln in the
line up this Time on HH Shelkh Mohammeds
Jabal All whom Castlebar had recently shipped
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to the UAE. Wade finished second on the part bred Jebel Al and scooped
the coveted awardl for best consition.

The 1298 World Champlonshipe were Held In Dubal snd due to its benave-
lent sponsorship to all the participating colntries, opened the door to'a
wider entourage of Australlan endurance riders and breadera By now the
UAE was contre stage in the rapldly sxpanding sport. of endurancs with its
cantinual promotion and participation In all cormers of the world,

This hisd sct the market for endurance horees on ' an ever Upward apleal,
prices had rocketed from & few hundred dollars to many thousands snd a
new pread was emeraing, the professional endurance. trainer. Many of the
leading LAE stables were opting to leave the younger horses they had pur-
chasead in the country of origin snd et them be brought on slowly, shigsing
them out when they wern teady to hit the Bt time. Three names, which have
featured prominently In this scheme, are Wads, Toft and Sample. Since the
Infarit years of endurancs in the UAE, this trio has made a very worthy con
tribution 1o the shipment of top class Australlan endurance horaes 1o the
UAE.

Bath Feter Toft and Brook Sample have spent time thers @8 Crainars,
whereae Wade hao concentrated mone on preparation within Australls and
continues to produce top auality horses for HH Shelkh Mohammed. For the
last & years she has carsfully used HH Shaikh Mohammed breeding stock
with the best Australien Moodlines. The first of these have successfully
campleted T20km ldes, Tulgar an Angle Amb by Trikal and Blue Plamond, a
part bred filly by Kedson Fark Kentueky,

HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin' Eashld has by far the langest stable of
endurance horees in the world. From a atable that captunss the best blood-
liniess Iry the wiorld Australian horses have stood proud; both at Natlonal and
Intemational level, Looking at the summary of the UAE'S [ncernational sue-
ce=e In Group One svents, Australian bred Horses rank Supremie The 2001
open European Championehip held in Iraly was won by “Frovocative™ an ex
Wads horse and joint winnar of the 2001 Guity. In' the 160Km: President’s
Cup 200, In the UAE, 11 out of the 25 whe finlshed were Australlan horses,
thie domilannce further ensuring Australinn horsse go rumbsr grae on the
International endurance scens.
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“CASTLEBAR TREATY" (Lynbrook Tamsin x Triball & “CASTLEBAR MACLEOD” (Celina x Serajal Ridden by Meg Wade and
Kristie McGaffin to 4th and 14th places al the 2002 World Equestrian Games - Endurance FEI 4 Star 160km - Jerez, Spain,
Both combinations were members of the Australian Bronze medal winning team and the highest placed Australian Riders,

CASTLEBAR BRED, RAISED, TRAINED AND RIDDEN
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HORSES AND YOUNGSTOCK Mes Waoe  BF 1 %, G Gates

] AVAILABLE FOR SALE ENDURANCE BREEDERS, TRAINERS & CONSULTANTS .

CASTLEBAR |

Nutritional management ENDURANCE ARABIANS !
By Drs WD and SJ Harbison g e s

5 and Associates, Veteninary Surgeons Ph 102) 6037 6227 Mobile 0418 695 325

Fax 102y 5037 6228
Email: desertendurance@bigpond com

Fetter, Furticer, Faster.. Foitar, Frrther, Fasfe titey; Frorthar, Faster., Futter, Fiirtioer, |
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